
Maules Creek Coal Mine Boggabri Coal Mine

“Proposed expansion of Maules Creek and Boggabri Mines and the Leard Regional 
Biodiversity Strategy update. How they make a mockery of the biodiversity schemes”

Lawler's Well
Birds & the native wildlife relied on 

Lawler's Well before it was destroyed 
by the Maules Creek Coal Mine. 

A loss of the main water supply for 
wildlife in the Leard State Forest. 

State survey Mark – Lawler’s Well. 2013
‘Do not Disturb’ 

Blast May 2018 – Maules Creek mine. 
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Statutory Requirement for the Leard Forest Regional Biodiversity Strategy (RBS)

The Leard Forest Regional Biodiversity Strategy (RBS) is required to provide a framework for the development, 
implementation and management of biodiversity offset programs resulting from future mining proposals and other 
significant land use changes in the region. 

Stage 1 – Scoping Report 

Stage 2 – Strategy Document: to be developed according to the process set out in the approved Scoping Report.

Stage 3 – Strategy Review: to be completed by the end of December 2018, following the completion of the 
required rehabilitation and offset area audits.

The person taking the action must implement the Regional Biodiversity Strategy as required under condition 41 of the NSW state 
government project approval. The required scoping report for the development of the strategy must be submitted to the Minister 
for approval on or before 31st July 2013. The approved strategy must be implemented.
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The Blue hatched area is the ‘Proposed State Significant Development’ area. 
Even closer to Back Creek than the present approved mine disturbance area.

https://whitehavencoal.com.au/Documentations/Maules%20Creek%20Mine/Community/Community%20Cons
ultative%20Committee/MCC-
CCC%20Meeting%20Minutes%20Environmental%20Monitoring%20Report%20and%20Presentation%20Octobe
r%202023.pdf?v=1709784138

25 October 2023 – MCCM CCC meeting presentation  

Proposed expansion of Maules Creek Coal Mine - SSDSlide3.

The continuation of  Maules Creek Coal Mine  Map 
(source - Scoping report)

https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/
getContent?AttachRef=PDA-62741206%2120231011T194756.589%20GMT

https://whitehavencoal.com.au/Documentations/Maules%20Creek%20Mine/Community/Community%20Consultative%20Committee/MCC-CCC%20Meeting%20Minutes%20Environmental%20Monitoring%20Report%20and%20Presentation%20October%202023.pdf?v=1709784138
https://whitehavencoal.com.au/Documentations/Maules%20Creek%20Mine/Community/Community%20Consultative%20Committee/MCC-CCC%20Meeting%20Minutes%20Environmental%20Monitoring%20Report%20and%20Presentation%20October%202023.pdf?v=1709784138
https://whitehavencoal.com.au/Documentations/Maules%20Creek%20Mine/Community/Community%20Consultative%20Committee/MCC-CCC%20Meeting%20Minutes%20Environmental%20Monitoring%20Report%20and%20Presentation%20October%202023.pdf?v=1709784138
https://whitehavencoal.com.au/Documentations/Maules%20Creek%20Mine/Community/Community%20Consultative%20Committee/MCC-CCC%20Meeting%20Minutes%20Environmental%20Monitoring%20Report%20and%20Presentation%20October%202023.pdf?v=1709784138
https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=PDA-62741206%2120231011T194756.589%20GMT
https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=PDA-62741206%2120231011T194756.589%20GMT


Whitehaven Coal’s MCCM continuation footprint in 
Leard Forest and on “Wollondilly” agricultural land. 

Google Maps 

Exploration and Drilling on A346

https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-05/APO0001700-CL375-approval-16-May-2024_Redacted.pdf

The property names contained under A346 are Warriadoohl, 
Wollondilly, Tralee and Ellerslie, all farming land.

https://whitehavencoal.com.au/Documentations/Maules%20Creek%20Mine/Community/Community%20Consultative%20Committee/MCC-
CCC%20Meeting%20Minutes%20Environmental%20Monitoring%20Report%20and%20Presentation%20August%202023.pdf?v=1698811298)
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Slide 5.
Exploration and Drilling on A346

• In April 2024 an advertisement appeared in the Boggabri Green 
flyer notifying the community that 16 holes drilled to explore-
depth 150 -600 metres of A346.  

• “‘Whitehaven Coal is planning to undertake exploration activities to 
the north of the Maules Creek Coal Mine within the “Wollondilly” 
property. The exploration program is expected to occur over a 12-
month period from late March 2024- April 2025. The activities will 
occur within the existing tenement Authorisation 346.

• These exploration activities have been authorised by the Resources 
Regulator and will be carried out in accordance with the 
Exploration Code of Practice: Environmental Management (NSW 
Resources Regulator, 2021)”

(Clip from the Boggabri Green Flyer April 2024)



Modification 8 – Approved

• The first Mod. 8 - Withdrawn – 61.1Mt coal to be extracted, 
‘Fauna Crossing’, 6yrs extra mining. 

• It didn’t pass the pub test – It would have had been more than
just a small modification and would most likely been referred
to the IPC.

• By reducing the tonnage extracted, deleting the fauna crossing
and only mining 28.1Mt for a further 3 years it could be
approved as a Modification. And it was!

• file:///D:/Downloads/2021-8875-Approval-Decision.pdf

This approval has effect until 31 December 2053.

Controlled action - Water

• Approved under State assessment.

• Increase of depth

 28.1 Mt of additional ROM coal.

 Additional 3yrs approval to 2036

Modification 10 – If Approved

• 85 extra hectares cleared outside Boggabri Coal’s ‘Approved 
Disturbance Footprint’ which is in close proximity to the 
Biodiversity Corridor between Boggabri Coal & Maules Creek 
Coal Pits.

• Controlled - Listed threatened species and communities and a 
water resource, under the EPBC Act.

• The EBPC referral 2021/8875 must be granted prior to mining 
under the approved Mod. 8 (down to the lowest coal seam)

• Increase of depth of mining as per the approval of Mod.8

• 30 Mt of additional ROM coal
• Additional 4yrs approval to 2040

• The CCC was advised rehabilitation will take 5 to 10 years after 
2040 - CCC minutes dated Thursday 16 May 2024

Slide 6. Boggabri Coal Modifications 8 & 10 - Comparison 

https://idemitsu.com.au/mining/operations/boggabri-coal/community/community-consultative-committee/

file:///D:%5CDownloads%5C2021-8875-Approval-Decision.pdf
https://idemitsu.com.au/mining/operations/boggabri-coal/community/community-consultative-committee/


 Increase of Depth
 Eight additional coal seams to be targeted below the 

Merriown.
 28.1 Mt of additional ROM coal.
 Additional 3yrs approval to 2036  

 Mod. 8 & 10 Combined:
ROM Coal Reserves - Increase of 58.1 Mt to total of 203.1 Mt

ROM Product Coal Reserves - Increase of 49 Mt to total of 
184 Mt   

Boggabri Coal was first approved to mine down to the Braymont 
seam, then to the Merriown and now to the Templemore seam, 
the lowest seam in the coal formation. 

These changes in depth all by Modifications. 

Boggabri Coal Mine Modification 8 - Increase in Mining Depth. 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-8-increase-depth-mining
file:///D:/Downloads/2021-8875-Approval-Decision.pdf
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https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-8-increase-depth-mining
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listed threatened species and communities (sections 18 and 18A): 

 Regent Honeyeater (Anthochaera Phrygia) – Critically endangered 
 Swift Parrot (Lathamus discolor) – Critically endangered
 Corben's Long-eared Bat (Nyctophilus corbeni) - Vulnerable 
 Koala (combined populations of Queensland, NSW and Australian Capital Territory) 

(Phascolarctus cinereus) – Endangered
 a water resource, in relation to unconventional gas development and large coal mining 

development (sections 24D and 24E): 

a) the proposed action is likely to result in changes to groundwater and surface water. 

b) following matters protected under Part 3 are possibly at risk of being impacted.

High to moderate likelihood of occurring in the proposed action area: 

• Border Thick-tailed Gecko (Uvidicolus sphyrurus) – Vulnerable 
• Brown Treecreeper (south eastern) (Climacteris picumnus victoriae) – Vulnerable 
• Painted Honeyeater (Grantiella picta) - Vulnerable 
• South-eastern Hooded Robin (Melanodryas cucullata cucullata) – Endangered 
• Large-eared Pied Bat (Chalinolobus dwyeri) – Vulnerable 
• Spotted-tailed Quoll (Dasyurus maculatus) – Endangered 

Boggabri Coal  Modification 10 – Controlled action (EPBC Act.) 

An additional 85 ha of disturbance within the existing Project Boundary and beyond the disturbance footprint. 

https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=MP09_0182-MOD-10%2120240926T232725.161%20GMT

Corben’s Long-eared Bat 

Koala 

Brown Treecreeper
(nesting)
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https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-10-increase-mine-footprint-and-mine-life

An additional 85 ha of disturbance within the existing Project Boundary and beyond the disturbance footprint. 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-8-increase-depth-mining

Slide 9. Boggabri Coal Mod 10 - Increase to mine footprint and mine life

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-10-increase-mine-footprint-and-mine-life
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-8-increase-depth-mining


https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-8-increase-depth-mining
file:///D:/Downloads/2021-8875-Approval-Decision.pdf

Boggabri Coal Mine Modification 8 & 10 - Increase in depth & conceptual final landform 

Top cross section – Mod. 8 Approved 22 January 2024 

Bottom cross section - Mod. 8 step down & addition 3yrs of mining, & Mod. 10 Extension (if approved!) an additional 4yrs of 
mining, beyond approved disturbance footprint, an additional 85 ha of Leard State Forest mined until the end of 2040 
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Leard Forest Regional Biodiverstiy Strategy 
This is the most recent update that the community has of the Strategy – page 38 states they are compliant.
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How they make a mockery of the biodiversity schemes

1. The offsets -  were never Like for Like

2. Variations – changing Consent Condition Wording.  

3. Variations – when ever the proponent can’t comply with their Consent Conditions

4. Continual extension of time – to secure Offsets in perpetuity, lodging documents.  

5. The proponents and the Department - Many Offsets from both mines are 5yrs past the Consent Condition time to have 
them secured in perpetuity. 

6. Modifications – used to weaken conditions to enable project continuation. 

7.    Bilateral agreement - has stopped the DCCEEW from doing independent assessments.   

8. Leard Forest Regional Biodiversity Strategy – Stage 3 no ware to be seen – (Due December 2018)

9. Extensions and New SSD’s – extends the rehabilitation time, adds to Green House Gas Emissions which in turn affects 
the climate. 
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Leard State Forest - Prior to Maules Creek Coal.

“Proposed expansion of Maules Creek and Boggabri Mines and the Leard Regional Biodiversity Strategy 
update. How they make a mockery of the biodiversity schemes”

View from the State Conservation Area (SCA), looking East towards 
Goonbri Mountain. (July 2013)
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